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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 

Building #11 Conference Room, 2nd Floor   

111 Harbor View Avenue, Stamford, CT 06902 

Full Meeting Minutes 

 

  

Attendees 

 

Cristina Andreana  WPCA Board Member 

Daniel Capano  WPCA Board Member 

William Brink  Executive Director, WPCA 

Rhudean Bull   Administrative Manager 

Mark Turndahl  Accountant, WPCA 

David Yanik   Controller, City of Stamford 

Daniel McCabe  WPCA Legal Counsel 

Bruce Blasnik, CPA  Partner, O’Connor Davies LLC. 

Jonathan Gottlieb  Vice President, Rippowam Corporation 

 

Call to Order, Pledge and Roll Call 

Cristina Andreana, Board member called the meeting to order at 5:47 PM.   A quorum was 

present (2 of 3 Finance Committee members present).  Pledge of Allegiance was not recited. 

 

Approval of Minutes: December 16, 2013 

Cristina Andreana made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by D. Capano.   

C. Andreana recommended and motioned that the Agenda be taken out of order, seconded by D. 

Capano. 

 

Review 2013 SWPCA Financial Statements, MD&A Transmittal Letter and Management 

Letter 

B. Blasnik reviewed the Management Letter.  He noted that the audit did not identify any 

material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control.   

A number of significant deficiencies were noted in the recording, control and reconciliation of 

fixed assets.  He recommended that a reconciliation of fixed assets be performed on a quarterly 

basis and a physical inventory be performed at least annually.    

M. Turndahl agreed to draft a response to the Management Letter comments for discussion by the 

Finance Committee. 
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Old Business: Discussion of Connection Charges to Housing Authority 

J. Gottlieb discussed the Housing Authorities’ position regarding the payment of their 

outstanding connection charges.  He claimed that no one at Housing Authority was aware that a 

Connection Charge was due on the newly developed properties and as a result, the charge was 

not included in the original development costs of these properties.  In addition, he stated he 

understood the WPCA’s position of not considering their prior request to use bedrooms instead 

of bathrooms to determine the connection charges and credits which would change a long 

standing and widely used method to calculate sewer connection charges.  He requested that the 

Committee consider his request to transfer connection credits from the demolished Stamford 

Hospital Properties to these newly constructed properties.  Both C. Andreana and D. Capano 

expressed concern that transferring credits from one property to another would set a dangerous 

precedent that could jeopardize collecting charges on other properties.  J. Gottlieb suggested that 

a special concession could be made to “Municipal Corporations” that would limit the concession 

to the Housing Authority.  He also offered to get from The Stamford Hospital a release stating 

that they agreed to transfer the connection credits on their properties to the Housing Authority 

and would not seek a credit if they choose to develop these sites in the future. 

D. Capano requested J. Gottlieb, on behalf of the Stamford Housing Authority, prepare a formal 

request to the Stamford WPCA Board detailing their position.  

 

Discussion Collection Procedures for non-payment to Windermere Community Sewerage 

System Repair and Replacement Fund: 

D. Yanik reported that he was in receipt of the September and October bank statements.  He also 

informed the Committee that there was still one homeowner that was delinquent in paying the 

initial $4,500 deposit to the Windermere Community Sewerage System Repair and Replacement 

Fund.  Since the homeowner claims that this payment was made to the now defunct original 

developer, the Committee discussed options on how to proceed in collecting this deposit.  D. 

Yanik reported that this homeowner has not yet provided evidence to support her claim.  

 

Review Draft FY 2014-2015 Operating Budget 

W. Brink and R. Bull reviewed the 2015 Operating Budget with the committee.  It was agreed 

that another committee meeting be held to complete the budget review before the budget is 

presented to the full Board on February 6. 

  

Review Draft FY 2014 for Sewer Connections and Assessments: 

M. Turndahl reviewed the procedures the City’s Tax Department agreed to take to collect 

outstanding sewer connection and assessments and the additional procedures that the SWPCA 

staff will make.  The procedures also included referring difficult collection accounts to the 

Authority’s collection attorney.  C. Andreana and D. Capano agreed that the procedures appeared 

to be adequate.  M. Turndahl stated that he would forward the procedure to the City Tax 

Department for their review and agreement. 

 

 

New Business 

None  
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Adjournment 

D, Capano motioned to adjourn meeting at 8:06 pm; seconded by C. Andreana.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Discussion: none. 

 


