
 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014 

2nd Floor Conference Room 
Plant Site, 111 Harbor View Avenue, Stamford, CT 06902 

 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Attendees: 
 
Daniel Capano   Chairman, Technical Committee 
Daniel Schwartz   Committee Member 
Gerald Bosak Jr.   Committee Member 
Christina Andreana    Chair, Finance Committee 
William Brink    Executive Director, WPCA 
Prakash. Chakravarti  Supervising Engineer, WPCA 
William Degnan   Plant Supervisor, WPCA 
 

1. Call to Order, Pledge and Roll Call 
Chairman D Capano called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.  He added that 
this was an unscheduled meeting convened to discuss the events of April 30-
May 1 2014. 

2. Review and approval of March 19, 2014 Technical Committee meeting 
minutes. 
G Bosak made a motion to table the approval of the meeting minutes,; 
seconded by D Schwartz.  The motion was carried 3-0-0. 

3. Discharge of partially Treated Sewage on April 30th – May 1st 2014. 
W Brink reported to the committee on the extreme wet weather – high flow 
discharge on the evening of April 30th and early morning of May 1st 2014.  He 
stated that about 25 million gallons was discharged containing suspended 
solids and fecal coliform that exceeded permit limits. Over four (4) inches of 
rain were recorded and plant flows increased dramatically that night, with 
sustained flows above 60 MGD for more than an hour, exceeding the peak 
design flow of 58 mgd for the plant. The high plant flows are attributed to 
infiltration and inflow to the sanitary sewers, and likely include discharge from 
including illegally connected sump pumps. The staff will develop a Request 
for Qualifications (RFQ) for a comprehensive Infiltration and Inflow (I/I) Study.  
A draft RFQ will be presented for review at the next Committee meeting on 
June 4, 2014  The Committee is taking the lead on this and plans to be 
proactive and expects to retain engineers to perform the study as quickly as 
possible. D Capano mentioned that there was no plant malfunction or 
operator error involved in the exceedance..   

4. UV System 
The SCADA system showed a low UV dose on the evening of May 1st and we 
reported a permit exceedance the following morning. Investigation of the 
incident revealed that the night shift operators did not send the email blast 



since they observed that the UV lights were indeed on and hence there was 
no exceedance of the permit limits.  W Brink informed the committee that the 
UV system has been problematic for some time now and he is recommending 
that a feasibility study be done to identify options for replacing the UV system, 
including estimating budgetary cost and schedule.  He would like to add this 
task to the scope of work for Hazen & Sawyer who is performing the 
evaluation of the flow distribution to the final clarifiers, which includes 
evaluating the hydraulic profile of the secondary process, UV and effluent 
pumping. Hazen and Sawyer is well qualified to do the feasibility study. 
(Hazen & Sawyer’s memo to W Brink describing their qualifications for this 
task is included herein) 
 
The committee noted Xylem's performance was not satisfactory and 
requested a principal to appear before our committee on June 4, 2014 
 
The critical flow level sensors in need of replacement had still not arrived, 
supposedly being held up in customs.  The status of the UV programming that 
was requested was not available.  All the repairs and modifications will be 
thoroughly tested to ensure the system is operating properly. 
 

5. Odor Control 

P Chakravarti .mentioned that Wright-Pierce will be submitting their 
preliminary design review plans next week. The rubber mats have been 
installed over the filtrate well. W Brink stated that all the scrubbers are 
running with chemicals 

6. Old Business 

7. New Business 
W Degnan presented the notice from CT DEEP that we will receive 
$1,038,159 for sale of Nitrogen credits for calendar year 2013.  D Capano 
commented that this is a testimony to how well the plant is operating. 
 
G Bosak asked about the assertions in George Stadel’s letter regarding 
Synagro.  W. Brink said that a response would be discussed at the next 
Board meeting.  
 
W Brink presented a letter addressed To Michael Handler, Chaiman, WPCA 
from Mr. Richard L. Redness, Chairman, Harbor Management Commission 
suggesting several ways to mitigate high flows but not limited to performing 
an I & I study. (Letter is included herein) 

 
There being no new business to discuss G Bosak made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting, seconded by D Schwartz,   motion carried 3-0-0 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm 
























