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MINUTES OF THE TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2013 

 
 

 
In Attendance:  Ernie Orgera 
    Captain Wuennemann 
    Captain McElligott 
    Sgt. Weed 
    Officer Mike Skoumbros 
    Thomas Turk 
    Doug Hoyt 
    Dan Colleluori 
    Veera Karukonda 
    Frank Fedeli     
     
 
Guests:   Kari Pollak – Hope in Motion 
 
    Eric Weis – East Coast Greenway 
 
    Giglia Hernandez – Stations of the Cross Procession 
 
    Steve Holness – Gateway 
 
    Patrick Philbin – Washington Boulevard & Station Place 
 
    Jeff Newman – Washington Boulevard & Station Place 
 
    Jeffrey Mason – RBS Crosswalks 
 
    Fred Bernardo – RBS Crosswalk     
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. by Ernie Orgera, Chair. 
 
Kari Pollak – Stamford Hospital – Hope in Motion – 5K Walk/Run – Sunday, June 
2, 2013. 
 
 The three routes for the Run/Walk/Ride will be the same as last year. 

 
 Run Route – 9:30 a.m.: 

 
o Start on Main Street 
o Make a left onto Atlantic Street 
o Follow to Bedford Street 
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o Stay on Bedford Street at the Bulls Head intersection 
o Make a left onto Summer Street 
o Make a right on West Park Place 
o Finish on West Park Place 

 
 Walk Route – 10:30 a.m.: 

 
o Line up on West Park Place 
o Make a left onto Atlantic Street 
o Continue Atlantic Street to Bedford Street 
o Make a left onto Sixth Street  
o Make a left onto Summer Street 
o Finish down Summer Street to Columbus Park 

 
 Doug Hoyt stated that the two parking lots behind Curley’s Diner are in the process 

of being sold and Ms. Pollak will not be able to use them for staging. 
 

 Ms. Pollak suggested using Columbus Park for staging.  Ms. Pollak will have to 
request permission from the Parks & Recreation Commission. 

 
Motion was made by Captain Wuennemann, seconded by Officer Skoumbros and 
passed unanimously to approve Hope in Motion 5K Walk/Run on Sunday, June 2, 2013. 
 
Giglia Hernandez – St. Benedict/Our Lady of Montserrat – Living Stations of the 
Cross Procession – Friday, March 29, 2013. 
 
 Route is as follows: 
 

o Procession will start at the intersection of Soundview Avenue and East Avenue. 
o Continue to Wardwell Street. 
o Make a left at Wardwell Street and continue for one block. 
o Right onto Frederick Street. 
o Continue on Frederick Street crossing Cove Road and then continuing on 

Frederick Street. 
o Procession will end at the back entrance of St. Mary’s Church on Frederick 

Street. 
 
Motion was made by Sgt. Weed, seconded by Thomas Turk and passed unanimously to 
approve St. Benedict/Our Lady of Montserrat Living Stations of the Cross Procession on 
Friday, March 29, 2013. 
 
Jeffrey Mason – RBS – Crossing Intersection on Washington Boulevard/North 
State Street. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that RBS has about 2,400 employees at RBS Head Quarters at 

600 Washington Boulevard; about 720 of those employees take Metro North each 
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day.   
 

 Mr. Mason stated his concern with the speed along Washington Boulevard and 
North State Street. 
 

 Mr. Orgera asked Veera Karukonda to petition the State for a No Turn on Red Sign.  
The City Staff will install Yield to Pedestrian Signs and the Police Department will 
start enforcement procedures.  If the problem continues, Mr. Orgera will ask the 
City’s Traffic Engineer to do another study. 

 
Eric Weis & Steven Jones – CT East Coast Greenway Alliance – Marking the 
Route of the East Coast Greenway from Hartford to the New York Border. 
 
 Mr. Weis explained that the Connecticut DOT and the East Coast Greenway Alliance 

are working together to mark the route of the East Coast Greenway with signs. 
 

 The route is south of I-95.  The East Coast Greenway is the 2,900 mile route from 
the Canadian border to Key West.   
 

 Mr. Weis is expecting to install between 26 and 30 signs in the City of Stamford. 
 

 All signs will be on public property. 
 

 In order to put up signs on utility poles, they will have to contact the utility company 
for permission. 
 

 Mr. Orgera stated that if any signs are posted on any City utility poles or u type sign 
poles in areas of pedestrian traffic, a minimum height requirement of 7 feet or higher 
must be maintained. 
 

 East Coast Greenway Alliance will take responsibility for maintenance and 
replacement of the signs. 
 

 Mr. Orgera asked Mr. Weis to identify the areas that the signs are going to go on 
and submit to the Traffic Advisory Committee.  Our staff will make sure that the signs 
are in the right spots. 

 
Motion was made by Doug Hoyt, seconded by Thomas Turk and passed unanimously 
to approve request from Connecticut East Coast Greenway Alliance to mark the route of 
the East Coast Greenway through the City of Stamford. 
 
Patrick Philbin – Traffic Issues at the Intersection of Washington Boulevard and 
Station Place and the Negative Impact of Truck/Construction Vehicle(s) Activity 
Related to the Gateway Site. 
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 Mr. Patrick Philbin from Malkin Properties expressed his concern with the traffic 
situation that currently exist at the intersection of Washington Boulevard and Station 
Place as well as Station Place at the State Transportation Center. 
 

 Mr. Jeff Newman stated that there have been flatbeds parked alongside Washington 
Boulevard or Station Place.   
 

 Trucks continuously block the box. 
 

 Mr. Newman also stated that there have been multiple times during every business 
day where there would be delivery trucks backing into the driveway.  Often times 
there would be workers with yellow vests steering the trucks into the site. 
 

 Mr. Newman is concerned with someone being hurt by this activity. 
 

 Mr. Newman asked that the City have a Manual Traffic Control Officer at the site. 
 

 Mr. Orgera stated that if the situation is that bad that it would require an Officer, the 
City will make sure there is one there.  
 

 Mr. Steve Holness from Gateway stated that the activity that was happening on the 
north end of the project has pretty much died down.  Mr. Holness has made another 
driveway on the back side of the west side of the project to eliminate Mr. Newman’s 
and Mr. Philbin’s concerns. 
 

 Officer Skoumbros stated that the problem is that the activity is going on during the 
peak hours.  Activity should start after 9:00 a.m. and stop from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. 
 

 Mr. Orgera stated that there are restrictions in the Permit and they need to be 
adhered to.  Officer Skoumbros will do the enforcement on a regular basis.   
 

 Mr. Orgera will ask Norman Cole for a copy of the Traffic Management Plan. 
 

Patrick Philbin – Traffic Issues Related to the Stamford Transportation Center 
Site. 
 
 Station Place by the Transportation Center is pending reconfiguration of the State 

Garage.  
 

 Mr. Philbin explained that if someone stops in an area that it’s not designated for 
parking it slows the flow of traffic.   
 

 Mr. Philbin requested additional markings, signage and enforcement during peak 
hours to help with the problem. 
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 Officer Skoumbros stated that Metro North is responsible for the Transportation 
Center including ticketing; if we do anything we will need permission from the State. 
 

 Mr. Orgera asked Veera Karukonda to reach out to the State DOT and ask if we can 
do some work at Station Place, if they would allow us to do some signage there. 
 

 Captain Wuennemann will contact Metro North Police Department. 
 
As there were no further business, motion was made by Captain McElligott, seconded 
by Sgt. Weed to adjourn the meeting at 11:36 a.m. and carried unanimously. 
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