
9 0  M A G E E  A V E N U E  •  S T A M F O R D ,  C T  0 6 9 0 2   

P H O N E :  ( 2 0 3 )  9 7 7 - 5 0 8 7  •  F A X :  ( 2 0 3 )  3 2 5 - 1 6 9 6  

 Minutes of February 17, 2015 

FINAL 

 
A Scheduled Meeting was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at the Stamford Government Center – Training Room, 6

th
 

Floor. 
 
Called to order at 6:36 p.m., Chairman Ortelli presiding.   
 
In Attendance: 
Commissioners: Dr. Damian Ortelli; Robert Karp; Paul Adelberg; Ray Redniss; Jeffery Saunders; Griffith Trow;  

Steven Loeb, Alternate; Michael Pensiero, Alternate 
Staff: Eric Knott, Harbor Master; Sgt. Bob Monck, Stamford Police Dept.; Geoff Steadman, Consultant 
Absent: Robert J. Strada; Frank Fedeli, COS; Sean Elumba, Marina Supervisor  
  
Guests: Scott Frantz, 36

th
 Senate District; Randy Dinter, Save Our Boatyard; Tom Young, Boating Advocate; and Max Haub, 

BLT/Harbor Point. 
 
1) Review and Approval of January 20, 2015 Meeting Minutes.  
Commissioner Pensiero will be voting in place of Bob Strada who is absent. 
Commissioner Karp moved to approve minutes.  Seconded by Commissioner Adelberg.   Approved Unanimously 
 
2)  Chairman’s Report:  D. Ortelli 

a)  No response yet from Zoning on the Commission requesting clarification on the Interim Boatyard’s service 
season.  Another email will be sent, this time including all members of the ZB. 
b)  Reported, in a conversation with LUB Chief N. Cole, that BLT is seeking to swap building rights for a 75,000 Sq. 
Ft. office building from one property to another.  Details to be found in its multi-faceted plans to replace the 
former YH West boatyard.  Of particular concern is the March 16 deadline for the Commission to comment on 
these plans which falls short of the statutory 35 day period.  Ortelli to bring this matter to Zoning’s attention and 
request an extension. 
c)  Discussed validity of Zoning Board’s 3-0-2 vote on Bateman Way lighting application.  Question has been posed 
to Corporation Counsel. 
 

3)  Staff Reports:   
a)  Financial – Frank Fedeli – no report submitted. 
 
b)  Harbor Master – E. Knott 

 4 Mooring renewals. 

 Report 2 20+ foot outboard boats that sunk at their docks due to snow and ice. 

 Discussion on floating garbage and debris in the harbor.  Harbor Master Knott and Consultant 
Steadman will write a letter regarding the garbage floating in the Harbor and will send it to the 
Health Dept., DEEP, EPB, Shellfish Commission, Mayor, Operations Dept., and Storm Water 
Management Dept. 

 Copy of Harbor Master’s full report is attached to these minutes. 
 
4)  Committee Reports:    
Safety – R. Strada.  No meeting, no report.  
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Applications – G. Trow.  No meeting, no report. 

 Committee Chairman Trow reported receiving just prior to tonight’s Commission meeting 7 applications creating 
marinas, replacement boatyard and boat storage facilities on multiple waterfront parcels. A special meeting of 
the ARC was scheduled for Monday, February 23, 2015 to begin review of these plans. A request asking the 
developer (BLT) to present the plans to the Committee will be made. 

 

Planning/Moorings – S. Loeb.  No meeting, no report. 
 
Harbor Management Plan Review – Ray Redniss.  No meeting, no report.  Next scheduled meeting on March 9, 2015. 
 
5)  Old Business:  

a)  Discussion was held on the newly established CT. Port Authority and its potential implications for many 
harbors in CT (including Stamford), as well as the uncertain future status of the state run Harbor Master Program.  As part 
of the discussion, the Commission responded to a survey sent by the CT. Harbor Mgt. Assoc. seeking input on how it 
should respond to recommendations to the General Assembly for implementing the new PA structure. It was the 
consensus of the Commission that the impact of these recommendations, some still gestating, is too significant for the 
Legislature to thoroughly deliberate in the current legislative session.  

b) A lengthy discussion was held on tightening mooring regulations and increasing liability insurance for boat 
owners/operators in Stamford waters. Commissioner Adelberg expressed concern that enforcing 2-year mooring 
inspections (which is the current requirement) instead of 3 years (which he proposed) is unnecessary for safety and that it 
will cause a financial hardship for many boaters due to the cost of inspections.  
 
Commissioner Redniss moved to adopt edited/amended version of the Mooring Specifications and Regulations and 
retain the 2-year mooring inspection cycle.   
Seconded by Karp.  Discussion on the subject.   
All In Favor: Bob Karp, Jeff Saunders, Griff Trow and Steve Loeb 
Oppose:  Paul Adelberg and Mike Pensiero 
Motion passed 4 to 2 

 
6)  New Business:    
      a)  Discussion on website reorganization.  Remove the Deputy Harbor Master in the section of “News and 
Announcements”.  Going forward all correspondence to be posted in the “News and Announcements” section.  
 
7)  Public Participation – The following addressed the Commission: 
 

Randy Dinter – spoke about a meeting he had with Economic Development Director Thomas Madden vis-à-vis the 
Coastal Management Act; specifically, replacing a water dependent use with a non-water dependent use. Mr. 
Dinter also said he felt and that the political leadership and the Legal Department appear to be rushing into 
getting any kind of boatyard regardless of its economic viability. 
Tom Young – commenting on the new PA, he says that ConnDOT should not be allowed to pull out of its long 
standing role as the lead regulatory agency for marine affairs. He also reported no response still from the Coast 
Guard regarding protocols for manning undocked boats inside the movable hurricane barrier during major 
storms. Meanwhile, he has emailed the CT. Attorney General’s office about this matter. 
 

8) Next scheduled Commission meeting:  Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., 6
th

 Floor Training Room. 
Upon motion by Commissioner Trow, seconded by Commissioner Karp, Commission voted unanimously to adjourn at 
9:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robert M. Karp 
Secretary/Treasurer 
February 18, 2015 
 
Cc: Commissioners; David Martin, Mayor; Ernie Orgera, Director of Operations; Board of Representatives; Town 
Clerks Office 


