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 Minutes of December 16, 2014 

DRAFT 

 
A Scheduled Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at the Stamford Government Center – Training Room, 6

th
 

Floor. 
 
Called to order at 6:30 p.m., Chairman Ortelli presiding.  Video recording portion did not function. 
 
In Attendance: 
Commissioners: Dr. Damian Ortelli; Robert Karp; Paul Adelberg; Jeffery Saunders; Robert J. Strada;  Griffith 

Trow; Steven Loeb, Alternate; Michael Pensiero, Alternate 
Staff: Eric Knott, Harbor Master; Sgt. Bob Monck, Stamford Police Dept.; Sean Elumba, Marina 

Supervisor; Geoff Steadman, Consultant 
Absent: Ray Redniss; Frank Fedeli, COS  
 
Guests: Atty. John Casey, representing Applicant B. Nussbaum; Bill Buckley, Harbor Point; Randy Dinter, Save Our 
Boatyard; Maureen Boylan, Save Our Boatyard; Kieran Ryan, BOR-1

st
 District Rep 

 
1)  Review and Approval of November 18, 2014 Meeting Minutes.  
Commissioner Adelberg moved to approve minutes.  Seconded by Commissioner Trow. Approved Unanimously 
 
2)  Chairman’s Report:  D. Ortelli 

a)  Brief discussion on Corporate Counsel’s memo re:  Role of the Harbor Management Plan/Master Plan.   
Chairman Ortelli sent an email to Jim Minor and Kathryn Emmett on 12/10/14, requesting an opportunity to 
review Minor’s opinion.  Ortelli to follow up with formal request. 
b)  Stamford Landing Pre-application Process and meeting of that application will be on 12/18/14, 2-4 p.m. in the 
Republican Caucus Room, 4

th
 Floor.  Steadman and Karp to attend. 

c)  Discussion on setting up Cummings Park Marina and completing consultant’s survey. 
d)  Discussion on FOI policy and reviewed Commission meeting dates for 2015 regular meetings.  Committees to 
establish their 2015 regular meeting dates.  Regular meeting schedules to be posted on Commission website by 
end of January, 2015. 
e)  A truncated Parade of Lights was held Nov. 29

th
.  

 
3)  Staff Reports:   

a)  Financial – Chairman Ortelli read an email from Frank Fedeli stating as previously reported the revenue 
account is “safe and sound” with $32,000 available.  A spreadsheet from the Controller’s office detailing account activities 
is forthcoming.  
   

b)  Harbor Master – E. Knott 
        Mooring applications for 2015 are delayed pending adoption of regulation updates. 

 BLT has removed damaged pilings causing a floating hazard in the West Branch.  

 Number of barges “on a buoy” being monitored for compliance. 

 Still working on a risk assessment for tug/barge operations in the inner harbor. 

 Getting the derelict docks removed from inside the moveable hurricane barrier is still a work in progress.   
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4)  Committee Reports:    
Safety – R. Strada reported on meeting held December 11, 2014: 

 Discussed the Coastguard 8/15/14 response to a letter from Ted Jankowski, Public SH&W Director, regarding safe 
anchorage of vessels inside the moveable Hurricane barrier during severe storms. More follow up needed. 

 Increased barge activity in the West Branch coupled with increased levels of kayakers and padded boarders  
poses serious safety concerns. 
 

Applications – G. Trow reported on meeting held December 1, 2014: 

 104 Sea Beach Drive Application: Committee heard additional information presented by John Casey, owner’s 
attorney; Bernard Nussbaum, Owner; and Robert Cruz, property caretaker.  They submitted several videos of the 
location to show the safety concerns of the area pertaining to Mr. Nussbaum’s property.  Owner seeks permit 
from DEEP for wire fencing illegally erected off owner’s seawall facing Westcott Cove.  Committee’s 
recommendation is that the portion of the fence installed within the public trust area is not consistent with the 
Harbor Management Plan.  The Safety Committee will review the safety concerns of this application. 

 
Due to Ray Redniss absensce, alternate Commissioner Pensiero will be voting. 
Commissioner Karp made a motion to send a letter finding the application is inconsistent with the Harbor Management 
Plan.  Seconded by Commissioner Strada.  Approved Unanimously 

 

 Walter Wheeler Drive Zoning Board Application 208-06 Modification (S3)-Lighting Plan:  Committee received this 
application previously (October 2014) and there was not enough information to discuss.  At the committee’s 
December meeting no additional information had been submitted.  Also, no representative of the applicant 
attended the meeting.  Because of this lack of information the committee was unable to properly review the 
application, and therefore recommends it be found inconsistent with the HM Plan.  

 
Commissioner Trow made a motion to send a letter finding that due to a lack of information the commission finds the 
application is inconsistent with the Harbor Management Plan.   
Seconded by Commissioner Pensiero.  Approved Unanimously 
 

 Committee discussed an invitation from Land Use Bureau Chief Norman Cole to participate in a pre-application 
review of a proposed mixed-use redevelopment at 46, 62, 68 and 78 Southfield Ave known as Stamford Landing. 
The committee discussed a potential concern regarding acting in a timely manner so as not to forfeit the 
Commission’s authority to review the project. A letter to Mr. Cole drafted by the Committee registering this 
concern as well as other procedural issues regarding the applicant’s broader intentions was presented to the 
Commission for its approval.  

 
Commissioner Karp made a motion to send the proposed letter.   
Seconded by Commissioner Strada.  Approved Unanimously 
  
Planning/Moorings – S. Loeb reported on meeting held December 4, 2014: 

 Comments by LUB Principal Planner David Woods stating PB supremacy on new Master Plan matters. 

 Discussion of safety aspect of launching boats at the end of streets.  Committee awaits a proposed ordinance 
From BOR member K. Ryan. 

 Held preliminary discussion on additional regulatory authorities the commission may have regarding harbor 
safety, trash dumping, and barge fees. 

 Further work on revising Mooring Regulations under review by the Harbor Master.   
 

5)  Old Business: 
a)  Harbor Vision.  No updates. 
b)  Master Plan process.  Adoption by PB occurred earlier this same evening.   

 
6)  New Business:   

a)  Interim Boatyard.  Bill Buckley of BLT briefly summarized operations over the past boating season.  The 
Commission requested that Mr. Buckley return with a full accounting as it relates to all the requirements set forth 
in the original approvals.   
b)  Review of SHM Plan.  The Commission established a special committee to review and where necessary make 
recommendations to update the Plan.  Chairman Ortelli, along with Commissioners Saunders, Loeb, possibly 
Redniss, and Consultant Steadman will serve on this committee.  
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7)  Public Participation – The following individuals spoke: 
 

Randy Dinter – spoke in reference to the interim boatyard and the deficiencies he has encountered. 
 

8) Next scheduled Commission meeting: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., 6
th

 Floor Training Room. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Adelberg, seconded by Commissioner Karp, Commission voted unanimously to adjourn 
at 8:15 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted 
Robert M. Karp 
Secretary/Treasurer 
December 23, 2014 
 
Cc:  Commissioners; David Martin, Mayor; Ernie Orgera, Director of Operations;  

Board of Representatives; Town Clerks Office 


