Minutes for the Meeting of the

Mayor’s Task Force for the Stamford Animal Control Center
March 11, 2014, 12:00pm

Democratic Caucus Room, Government Center

Task Force information including agendas, minutes, and video of meetings can be found at:
http://www.stamfordct.gov/animal-control-task-force

The meeting was called to order at 12:09pm. In attendance were Chair Eileen Heaphy,
Attorney Brenden Leydon and CT Humane Society Theresa Geary. Also in attendance were
Director of Public Safety Ted Jankowski, Corporation Counsel Kathryn Emmett, Assistant
Corporation Counsel Michael Toma, SACC Animal Control Manager Tilford Cobb, and SPD Lt.
Nick Montagnese.

Animal Control Officer Report

Tilford Cobb reports that this month there have been 38 animals in house, 1 DOA. 15
adoptions, 8 dogs, 7 cats, 1 horse. Currently 11 dogs and 3 cats in shelter. 6 of the 15
adoptions were pulled by rescue groups. There will be 3 more volunteer interviews this week.
He confirmed that animals that are available for adoption are posted on-line. Some animals not
adoptable, of those, 2 are schedule for sanctuary, the remainder need to be evaluated.
Process of adoption includes posting photos on the front office wall and in a book for those
seeking to adopt to peruse, then they fill out application.

Lt Montagnese also reported that he met with a women who had complained about how she
was treated when she went to the shelter to look to adopt. Nick met her at the shelter,
reviewed procedures and she made some helpful suggestions. It was also suggested that the
city’s website links to the SACC Facebook page and to Petfinder. , IT should also upload the
adoption forms and low-income sterilization information.

Ordinance Review

Review from last meeting continued at Section 111-9, section about regular.meetings called by
the Director of Public Safety to bring city officials, veterinarians and animal welfare groups
together periodically. The wording was approved.

Vaccinations. It was agreed that all animals should have rabies, distemper/parvo, and kennel
cough shots before leaving the shelter. Question need to be addressed as to when the shots are
given—at intake or after quarantine... We need task force member Dr. Zeide’s advice on these
questions.

Dog Fund monies can be used to neuter, microchip AND vaccine — even if animal is going back
to owner. Sanctuary might be better done by 501(c) 3s,

Surrender policy — The section on the surrender policy was accepted as drafted. The SACCC
should have a Registry of all other shelter or groups that can take in surrenders that is visible
and handed out.



Section 111.11 Responsibilities of owners/keepers. They have an obligation to provide
adequate housing, food, water, cleanliness, and adequate medical care.

Licensing — New Britain requires Parvo shots to be required for a dog license in their city. It was
agreed that we should do the same in Stamford.
.Neutering — unwanted puppies come in un-neutered.

Backyard breeding. New Britain also has a new requirement for a breeding license to breed any
animal. Tilford said he would welcome such a step for Stamford. Mike Toma said it would be
legally OK to because there is a reason why it needs to be done i.e., random breeding leads to
overpopulation of dogs and cats. It was agreed we should get the details on the New Britain
ordinance and see how to adapt it to Stamford for the next meeting...

Transporting animals — Section was approved with the addition of pickup truck along with the
flatbed truck.

Review of Blue sections, changes made since last meeting to the entire ordinance
111-1 — Section E — change to $100, no need to cite ordinance

Maintenance of enclosures 111-3(b) — It was determined that the Director of Health is
designated by State Statute to decide if an enclosures for livestock and poultry is properly
maintained.

Section 11.5 Dead animals, will stick to City guidance of requiring dead animals to be buried
within 12 hours.

Section111-6 b — IT was decided to retain current wording requiring dogs in public to be
leashed at all times.

Section 111.6 C 4 Vicious dogs — The Animal Control Office may seek an additional outside
evaluation by a trained behaviorist of a dog believed to be dangerous.

C5 requiring owners/keepers of vicious dogs to maintain liability insurance is not doable
according to the city’s risk manager Ann Marie Mones is researching. She checked with two
insurance companies and it would be doubtful if such an owner would be able get insurance if
dog is deemed “dangerous”.

C7. Muzzles — Wording was approved with the addition that the muzzle must be safe and
effective and approved by the Animal Control Manager

Sec. 111.7 Stray and Feral Cats



Mike Toma distributed information he has asked from the CT Conference on Municipalities re
Cat ordinances in Connecticut. The task force will review the information at the next meeting.

There was a discussion about a Friends of Felines email about feeding time restrictions.

Section B 1 Change the word “residence” to “property”. Discussing of tipping as an indication
of a neutered, vaccinated feral cat; it is not typically done to owned cats. B1 b. cats should be
vaccinated for rabies and cat leukemia. Blc cats should be micro chipped “or otherwise
identifiable”.

#

Sections 3 and 4. People who take in a stray cat should report to the SACCC. That wording is
acceptable and will be duplicated in the dog section also.

Removing food — objective is to keep raccoons away. Steve suggested that policy (not in
ordinance) to be handed out to feral colony keepers. Discretion in ordinance? ACC gets
complaints from neighbors regarding skunks, rodents, and raccoons. Tilford suggested to
remove the feeding restriction times from ordinance, buts said that he needs some discretion
when it is a nuisance. Kathy Emmett suggests Newtown wording. Nuisance verbiage to include
feeding. Alley Cat recommends daytime feedings and leaving food only for within 30 minutes.
Eileen suggested a compromise would remove the restriction from the ordinance but allow the
Police Department to require a feeding restriction in residential areas where there have been
problems with noise, wild animals or other nuisance developments.

Kittens under 8 weeks of age can be removed from feral keepers (are not considered owners) if
the kittens can so socialized for adoption.

Section 2 TNVR Protocol — Trap, neuter, vaccinate, release — It was determined that the city
cannot deputize animal welfare 501(c)3s, nor can the city act to force keepers to let these
organization on their property for the purpose of TNVR. Tilford cannot enter private property
unless the animals are in eminent danger. New wording was approved

Section E — Violation of Section, fines Kathy Emmett discussed incoming monies from fines
and how they may be used. Eileen said that the cat organizations were asking that the fines
related to feral cats be made available to them for the TNVR activities. Kathy clarified that the
city cannot set up a fund for monies to be spent by outside agencies. The fine money can to
the Dog Fund to benefit all animals in the ACC, for TNVR expenses. (Subsequent information on
this issue will be presented at the next meeting).

Sec 111.8 Rabbits, Ferrets and Other Small Pets. Eileen presented the draft wording that was
provided by the Rabbit Alliance for the Task Force’s consideration. Many questions were raised
such as: Can we ban breeding rabbits for food? Are there state statutes for rabbits? Are we
able to prohibit sale of rabbits? What is the evidence of public health risks? Is there evidence to
support the imposition of restrictions? What about restaurants that wish to serve rabbit meat?



Eileen summarize that there seems to be accord in the group on some of the proposed
restrictions such as using these animals for raffles, auctions, carnivals, etc., restrictions against
dying the baby rabbits and chicks (always a problem at Easter time) However, there was
disagreement over raising rabbits for meat, slaughtering restrictions, and legal questions of city
wide bans.

The Rabbit Alliance representative, Catrin Frolich, offered to put the Legal Department in touch
with the alliance’s legal advisor in Washington to help address some of these issues and
questions.

The next meeting will be either March 24, 25, 26, depending on room availability.
In preparation for the final report to the Mayor, Eileen requested from Kathy Emmett for clean,
finalized copies of the adoption and volunteer policies. Eileen asked the group to review the

SACCC mission and vision statement, so that we can approve or edit them at the next meeting.

Ted Jankowski offered to provide more wording on the safe transport of pets in vehicles.

Meeting adjourned at approx. 2:10pm.

Submitted by Kathy Ruther and Eileen Heaphy



