Minutes for the Meeting (Conclusion) of the

Mayor’s Task Force for the Stamford Animal Control Center
May 20, 2015, 11:30 AM

Mayor’s Conference Room, Government Center

Task Force information including agendas, minutes, and video of meetings can be found at:
http://www.stamfordct.gov/animal-control-task-force

Mayor David Martin called the meeting and press conference to order at 11:30 am. In
attendance were Chair Eileen Heaphy, Mary Ann Kleinschmitt, New Canaan Animal Control
Officer, Dr. Steve Zeide, Bull’s Head Pet Hospital, and Attorney Brenden Leydon. Also in
attendance were Corporation Counsel Kathryn Emmett, Director of Public Safety Ted Jankowski,
SACC Animal Control Manager Tilford Cobb, and SPD Lt. Nick Montagnese.

Chair Eileen Heaphy presented the final report of the Task Force to the Mayor. The Mayor
accepted the report and thanked all the members of the Task Force for their hard work and
dedication for the past eleven months. He highlighted the progress that his administration had
already made in improving the animal shelter’s practices and the welfare of the animals who
end up there. Specifically, he cited the return of volunteers to the shelter, under new
guidelines that assured the lines between what the volunteers can and cannot do are clear.
Since the return of the volunteer program last September, it has grown to include 30 volunteers
and weekend hours for them. Similarly, a new adoption policy has been set up to clarify the
requirements of new pet owners and to assure background checks on potential adopter to
eliminate those who have had a problem with animals in the past.

The Mayor also pointed out the improvements in communication and lines of authority for the
animal control center. The shelter now has its own website and space on PetFinder, plus an
active outreach to the community.

The Mayor then turned the meeting over to Chair Heaphy to give an overview of the Task
Force’s activities since its creation in June 2014. Heaphy described the activities through 14
meetings, plus subgroup meetings focused on specific issues. She also listed the outside
experts who had participated in the meetings and the contributions of animal welfare groups to
changes in the city’s animal ordinance. The animal shelter now has a mission/vision statement
and a report by the Animal Control Manager about the current status of the shelter and its
needs for the future.

A subgroup of the Task Force visited a total of eight potential sites for a new animal control
facility, recommending that the city’s highway department (“lines and signs”) building at
Courtland Avenue provided the best option at the lowest cost for the city. The Task Force
accepted the findings unanimously.



Chair Heaphy then highlighted the new draft animal ordinance that should be submitted to the
Board of Representatives as soon as possible. The draft includes new material drawn from all
the testimony given at the meetings by experts and the public, model legislation from groups
such as the Humane Society of the US, CT statutes, and animal ordinances from other CT towns
and cities. The role of the Legal Department was crucial to drafting the new ordinance. She
then cited specific changes or new sections of the proposed law:

--The shelter’s name would change to the Stamford Animal Control and Care Center (SACCC).
--In the livestock section, the requirements on enclosures were strengthened, in order to
prevent future cases of horses, cattle, swine, etc., living in dangerous or neglected pens and

stables.

--In the dog section, a section on tethering was added and more details and regulations
concerning dangerous dogs are provided.

--There is now a section devoted to roaming, stray and feral cats; there was none before.
--There is a new section on rabbit, ferrets, and other small pets.

--A new section better defines standard practices for the SACC, including a new pet surrender
policy.

--The last two important new additions outline responsibilities of pet owners/guardians and
regulates breeding of pets/domesticated animals.

Chair Heaphy also thanked all the Task Force members and highlighted each one’s special
contributions to the results of Task Force. She urged the Mayor and city officials to implement
the Task Force recommendations and to maintain a good dialogue among all the stakeholders

in the city’s animal welfare community.

The media was well represented at the meeting and directed most of their questions to
individual officials and Task Force members at the meeting’s conclusion.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Heaphy, Chair, Mayor’s Task Force on the Animal Control Center



