ANTI-BLIGHT COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2014
Members Staff
Thomas Mills -present Paul Zeiss  -present
Milton C. Thomas, Esq. -present Carrie Dinella -present
Franklin Melzer, Esq. -present
Carl Franzetti -present Special Counsel
Patricia Parry -present
Vincent Freccia lll, Esq. —present

Guest

Patricia Kane
1. Call to Order

Mr. Mills called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. Draft minutes from September 13, 2013 Committee
meeting were reviewed.

2. Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve minutes carried unanimously.

3. Collection and Enforcement
Attorney Freccia reviewed the list of anti-blight properties dated 3/10/14. Updates included:

1353 High Ridge Road — property is in foreclosure with a sale date of 5/3/14.

484 High Ridge Road - foreclosure complete and paid in full.

150 Doolittle Road — foreclosure complete and paid in full.

46 Middlebury Road - foreclosure complete and paid in full.

172 Vine Road — bankruptcy case dismissed; awaiting judgment.

52 Briarwood Lane — property was auctioned and closed; new owner paid agreed settlement.

158 Eagle Drive — judgment entered; sale date has been extended to 7/19/14; remediated; agreement
reached.

299 Chestnut Hill Road — this property must be taken off list due to defective notice. Re-inspect in
Spring.

125 High Clear Drive - property is in foreclosure with a sale date of 4/26/14.

36 Sunset Street — there is a ‘stay’ on the foreclosure due to bankruptcy.

81 High Clear Drive — property is in foreclosure.

1 Finney Lane — property is in foreclosure; awaiting judgment hearing.

52 Diaz Street — property is in foreclosure.

30 Dora Street — property is in foreclosure; awaiting judgment hearing.

5 Randall Avenue — property is in foreclosure. Delinquent taxes paid in full. Plans to fix property in
Spring.

12 West Haviland Lane — tax foreclosure pending. Bankruptcy petition expected.
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158 Davenport Road — Complaint filed. Foreclosure process started.
1047-1055 East Main St. (Massage parlor) — blight lien filed.
197 Main St. (Massage Parlor) — blight lien filed.

Motion made and carried that Agenda would be called out of order. Item 6 (Old Business) to be heard
before item 4 (Presentation List of Properties by Anti-Blight Officer)

6. Old Business

a. 1353 High Ridge Road (incorrect street number on agenda). Mr. Freccia (“VF”) presented. In

March 2010 a tree came through the roof and damaged the home at this location, causing water
and mold damage. VF has spoken to counsel for homeowner. Insurance has settled claim with
homeowner. At present there are approximately $60k in fines and $7-8k in fees/costs. VF
proposed owner make a settlement offer and asked Commission to consider options. A $10,000
settlement was offered; VF suggests $15,000 is fair. Mr. Franzetti suggested to not put an undue
burden on the homeowner. Mr. Mills suggested obtaining an estimate for the repair work first
to see how much it will cost the homeowner and then determine an appropriate amount of
settlement. ABO suggested that the Committee could wait until the permit is obtained because
the permit will show the cost of the repair work. Ms. Parry would like to see a permit within an
appropriate time-frame. VF suggested that Committee ask to see evidence of permit before
final determination is made. Additionally, the Committee requires assurances from counsel
that the insurance money received by homeowner will be used solely for repairs to home. All
agreed to this course and a Motion to table until next meeting carried unanimously.

b. 230 High Ridge Road. VF presented. The blight issue was a fallen tree in the yard at this
location. Mrs. Kane (owner) does not live at the home. Complaint was served on owner after
which she contacted VF and promised to remediate by August 10, 2013. As a courtesy,
complaint was not filed with the court. Lien totals are $3,690 and costs/fees amount to $1,293.
ABO suggested an arborist should look at the tree, because the remnant of the tree does not
look structurally sound. Mr. Mills introduced Mrs. Kane who is present to address the
commission. Mr. Thomas recused himself as he was co-counsel with Mrs. Kane in juvenile court.
Mrs. Kane stated that she was unaware of the impact of the tree damage and thought it was a
much smaller limb. She does not live in Stamford and did not visit the property after the storm.
Her insurance does not cover the expense of work entailed it she paid for the limb to be
removed and other repairs out of pocket.  She did have trouble with the tenants and they did
not make her aware of the complaint or the size of the limb that came down. Tenant has been
evicted. Mrs. Kane became aware of the blight when the Marshall served her with the
Complaint. Mr. Mills asked Mrs. Kane what she was asking for from the Commission. Mrs. Kane
would like to have the lien released and all fees and costs waived. Ms. Parry feels the
commission should accept Mrs. Kane statements and proposes that all fines and costs with the
action should be waived. Mr. Franzetti agreed, in light of the fact that remediation occurred.
Mr. Melzer also agreed, but felt that VF’s fees/costs should be covered. VF stated that his
fees/costs may be paid from the Blight Fund. Mr. Mills asked if commissioners felt that Mrs.
Kane should agree to have the tree completely removed if it is structurally unsound. Ms. Parry
and Mr. Franzetti felt that this was beyond the authority of the commission. Vote to waive all
fines, fees and costs was unanimous with fees and costs to come out of the Blight Fund (4-0-1)
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Motion made and carried to present Agenda in order.

4./5. Presentation of List of Properties by Anti-Blight Officer/Certification of Blighted Properties

a. 440 Courtland Avenue - this is a condominium that was damaged by fire. Debris remains. It is
believed that owner is in prison. Mr. Mills suggested that VF speak to Attorney Corrente about
owner (Corrente is handling a tax collection case for City). Mail to owner was returned
undeliverable by post office. All in favor of certifying property.

b. 56 Mathews St. — This property was referred to the ABO by the Health Department. The
Committee inspected the photographs provide showing debris and unfinished work to the
home. Motion to certify made. Motion carried unanimously.

¢. 57 Gerik Road — Photographs of the home were inspected by Committee members showing
debris in front yard and unfinished work on home. Homeowners had obtained a permit but the
work was never completed. Motion to certify made. Motion carried unanimously.

d. 59 Mathews Street — After looking at the photographs of the property, the motion to certify was
made and thereafter carried unanimously. A motion was made by Ms. Parry to refer the
property to the Health Department because the hot tub in the front lawn may have standing
water in it. Motion carried unanimously.

e. 350 Soundview Avenue — Photographs of the home were inspected by Committee showing
debris and unfinished work on home. Motion was made to certify and thereafter motion carried
unanimously.

f. 129 Houston Terrace — Photographs were inspected by Committee showing unfinished state of
home. Mr. Zeiss confirmed that there are no current permits for work to be completed on
home. Motion was made to certify and thereafter motion was carried unanimously.

VF asked the Committee to revert back to Item a., Courtland Avenue property. The correct Unit
number is ‘444’ not ‘440’. Since notice was defective, ABO needs to re-send the level one hearing
notice referencing the correct unit number. It was suggested that the level 1 hearing notice should
be sent to the condominium association and that all owners would be notified as well.

7. New Business

Mr. Mills asked ABO to investigate a home on High Ridge Road @ Wire Mill Road. The shed/garage
is in total disrepair.

A motion was made to purchase a color copier so that color copies of the photographs showing the
condition of properties are available for review by the commissioners. Motion carried unanimously.

Dates for next meeting were discussed. Level 1 hearing for new properties will be held sometime in
April. Committee will meet thereafter — possibly in May.
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There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made, 2™ and carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Parry
Secretary
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