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STAMFORD URBAN TRANSITWAY (SUT) – PHASE  II 
RESPONSE TO WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

COMMENT 
 IDENTIFICATION 

COMMENT RESPONSE 

A. JOHNNA PARADIS 
A-1 Concerned about health 

issues during 
construction due to 
contaminated soil. 

The City will evaluate sub-soil conditions during the project design through 
environmental site assessment process. If any contaminated material were 
identified, Phase II Environmental Site Analyses will be conducted, and necessary 
and appropriate mitigation measures will be developed for clean up and disposal 
depending on the type of material identified during Environmental Process.   
 

A-2 Illegal dumping site 
through out Urban 
Transitway. 

There are no dumping sites along the urban transitway. The city will monitor and 
enforce the regulations through enforcement as it has done in the past. 
 

B. FRANCES SESSA 
 

B-1 On-street parking is 
critical to the Myrtle 
Avenue  

The City will make every effort to mitigate and implement feasible measures to 
address the parking situation within the project area. 

B-2 This under taking 
should be done where 
there is a definite need. 

The need for the Stamford Urban Transitway had been identified long ago. The 
project went through the planning and approval process, and the City of Stamford 
was successful in securing required funds through a cooperative effort of Federal, 
State and City to implement the project. Stamford Urban Transitway – Phase I 
construction is scheduled to commence in the Fall of 2006. The SUT Phase II is an 
extension of Phase I project toward east. 
 

B-3 The plan should 
promote the 
neighborhood 
environment to which 
many cities are now 
reverting back. 

The project design will include many components to enhance neighborhood 
environment throughout the project. The city will seek input from the meet with the 
neighborhood residents, and groups throughout the project design process to refine 
the design to implement all feasible elements in enhancing the neighborhood 
environment.  
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STAMFORD URBAN TRANSITWAY (SUT) – PHASE  II 
RESPONSE TO WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

COMMENT 
 IDENTIFICATION 

COMMENT RESPONSE 

C. JOHN FRANCHINA  
 

C-1 The need and impact of the 
proposed bike path.  

The City has a policy of implementing bike lanes and enhanced sidewalks to 
motivate and encourage non motorized modes of transportation in addressing 
quality of life in the city. In addition to economic and health benefits, the need for 
bike lanes, and sidewalks were identified as the highest priority element.   
 

C-2 What hazards are caused by 
putting a bike path directly 
next to travel lanes of trucks 
and cars? 
 

It is a common engineering practice to locate bike lanes next to curbside travel 
lanes. Provision of bike lanes separated from travel lanes is not an economically 
feasible solution of this project.  
 

C-3 It seems illegal for a bike 
path to abruptly end at East 
Main Street rather than to 
flow into a public park or 
beach.  
 

The bike lanes implemented under this project are for the entire length of the 
project, and a continuation from the eastern end of SUT Phase I project limits. The 
bike lanes will be extended on East Main Street as a part of future projects on 
improvements to East Main Street.  
 

C-4 The need for the 3’ grass 
strip and lighting with light 
poles.  

The grass strip is generally to accommodate traffic signs, utility poles, etc., located 
along the curb lane. This provides a sidewalk without any obstruction to pedestrian 
travel. The citizen participation of SUT I requested decorative light poles to 
enhance the environment, and therefore extended the same features on to SUT 
Phase II project. Proposed sidewalk and decorative light poles will significantly 
enhance the neighborhood, and is significant benefit to the community. Also. 
Utility strip serves as buffer zone between travel lane and pedestrian. 
 

C-5 It is not fair to ask business 
folks and owners to 
maintain a strip of grass.  

The utility strip though identified as grass strip, is not necessary a grass strip. This 
could be a strip with brick pavers like the one in downtown area, or special 
material, or an extension of concrete sidewalk. The city will install the material 
with the neighborhood citizens’ consensus.  
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STAMFORD URBAN TRANSITWAY (SUT) – PHASE  II 
RESPONSE TO WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
COMMENT 

 IDENTIFICATION 
COMMENT RESPONSE 

C. JOHN FRANCHINA ….continued…. 
 

C-6 Any loss of parking will be 
devastating to our tenants 
who will need to relocate.  
 

The City will make every effort to mitigate and implement feasible measures to 
address the parking situation within the project area. 

C-7 By elimination bike path (10 
feet) and Grass Strip (at 
least 6 feet), you save the 
need to take 16 feet of land 
yet still accomplish Phase II 
of the Transitway. 
 

Bike lanes include 2 feet shoulder width required along curb lanes. Since the bike 
lanes are the travel lanes for non-motorized mode of travel, bike lanes will not be 
eliminated. Myrtle Avenue has utility poles located along both sides of the street 
and the utility strip can not be eliminated from the project. Also. Utility strip serves 
as buffer zone between travel lane and pedestrian improving pedestrian safety. 
 
 

D. EILEEN HEAPHY   
 

D-1 We are concerned regarding 
the straight path of Myrtle 
Avenue, will encourage 
drivers to exceed the speed 
limit. It is suggested 30 
miles an hour be the posted 
speed to prevent the avenue 
from becoming a speed way. 

Posted speed limit on Myrtle Avenue is 25 MPH, and the same speed limit will be 
posted at the completion of the SUT Phase II project.  
 

D-2 Businesses on Myrtle 
Avenue and East Main 
Street need parking in order 
to survive.  

The City will make every effort to mitigate and implement feasible measures to 
address the parking situation within the project area. 
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COMMENT 

IDENTIFICATION 
COMMENT RESPONSE 

D. EILEEN HEAPHY …Continued…  
 

D-3 We are concerned that there no 
pedestrian crossings…  

The project design will include additional crosswalks at intersection on Myrtle 
Avenue to enhance connectivity of the neighborhood, and pedestrian safety along 
the SUT facility.  
 

D-4 The ESP has a garden located 
at the southwest corner of the 
Myrtle Avenue and East Main 
Street intersection that will be 
disturbed during construction. 
 

All disturbed portions of the garden due to construction activity will be restored by 
the project, to existing or better looking condition with the consensus of ESP. The 
details of the plan will be discussed with you during the design process. 
 

D-5 The design of the intersection 
at East main Street and Myrtle 
Avenue should emphasize 
pedestrian safety.  
 

Public safety has been and is the prime factor in the design of all projects by the 
city. The project design will emphasize and enhance pedestrian safety with 
additional features at all pedestrian crossing within the project area.  
 

  E. DE YULIO’S SAUSAGE COMPANY 
 

E-1 We understand that you need 
our property, and although we 
would rather not move, we 
realize it might be necessary. 
Therefore we would like to 
have a meeting to further 
discuss the issue.  

The property located at 161 Myrtle Avenue will be significantly impacted, as it will 
be a total take. During the design and Right-of-Way acquisition process the city 
will be individually discussing with each of the property owners impacted by the 
project, the rights of the property owners, the acquisition process, right of way and 
relocation assistance availability, and the process of determination of fair market 
value of each of the properties impacted. 
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 IDENTIFICATION 
COMMENT RESPONSE 

F. TWIN TOWER REALTY   
 

F-1 This highway going through 
the neighborhood will 
destroy the area.   

Myrtle Avenue is a collector street. Proposed improvements to Myrtle Avenue will 
significantly improve traffic operation and safety along the corridor. The elements 
associated with the project will significantly enhance the neighborhood.   
 

F-2 Why can’t you just use 
North Street. It is under 
utilized and will not affect 
any neighborhood.  
 

North Street dead ends at Clarks Hill Avenue, and does not address any of the 
project needs. City has analyzed various alternatives prior to developing the 
preferred alternative presented at the meeting of January 24, 2006. 
 

F-3 Are you going to put traffic 
lights at each intersection?  
 

NO. Existing or future traffic conditions do not warrant any new traffic signals 
within SUT Phase II project area. Traffic signals are installed if and only if the 
warrants out lined in Manual on Uniform Control Devices (MUTCD), or State of 
Connecticut signal requirements are satisfied. SUT Phase II project will upgrade all 
existing signals within the project area. 
 

F-4 What about residents who 
pull out on Myrtle Avenue?  

The project design will comply with all State Department of Transportation, and 
Federal guidelines and design requirements for safe traffic operation.  
 

F-5 What about all the parking 
that will be lost?   
 

The City will make every effort to mitigate and implement feasible measures to 
address the parking situation within the project area. 

F-6 Please tone down the plan. The project will address and will be designed to satisfy the needs established by the 
project, and no greater than that. 
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 IDENTIFICATION 
COMMENT RESPONSE 

G. W. McKALE  
 

G-1 The opportunity to 
acquire the Rayna C. 
Pravin property which 
stands between 907 and 
917 East Main Street.  

The City doesn’t intervene your efforts to acquire Ryan C Pravin’s property on 
your own. When the city acquires the property it will dispose the property if and 
only if the property is found to an excess property after addressing all the concerns 
of the project. Disposal of all excess properties will be initiated during or after the 
right of process, with the consent from the Federal Transit Authority (FTA).  At an 
appropriate time to discuss this matter, the City will initiate the discussions with 
you.   
 

G-2 Maintain usage of the 
rear block section of 
133 Myrtle Avenue.  
 

The usefulness of all excess properties will be identified and determined during the 
design process. Therefore, the discussions on the use of the property could only be 
initiated during the right-of-way acquisition process.  
 

H. HEETOR MAGALI SILVA  
 

H-1 Why don’t you relocate 
the bus stop and shelter 
to east of 942 East 
Main Street instead of 
the location proposed 
in between the 
driveways of the 
property located at 930 
East Main Street. 

The City will reevaluate this comment during the design process.  

 




